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BE THE GOOD: CRAIG

PEEVYHOUSE
WHEN HAYW0OD COUNTY HOSPITAL UPCOMING EVENTS
EXPERIENCED A FAILURE IN THEIR AC UNITS,
THE EMERGENCY ROOM QUICKLY BECAME

UNCOMFORTABLY HOT. THANKFULLY, OUR COALITION
COALITION—ALONGSIDE MADISON COUNTY FIRE MEETING I.INK

DEPARTMENT AND THE JACKSON-MADISON
COUNTY REGIONAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT—WAS
ABLE TO STEP IN AND PROVIDE SUPPORT. WITH -

THE HELP OF PORTABLE AC UNITS, WHAT'S NEW AROUND
THE COALITION

WE WORKED TOGETHER TO COOL DOWN THE ER
AND ENSURE A SAFER, MORE COMFORTABLE
JVIRONMENT FOR BOTH PATIENTS AND STAFF. SEPTEMBER FUN
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D ) CONTACT INFORMKATION



JOIN US AT THE HUMBOLDT CONFERENCE
CENTER FOR A 2 DAY CONFERENCE ON
OCTOBER 28™ & 29™:

THE COALITION WILL SPONSOR 2
ATTENDEES FROM EACH FACILITY TO
ATTEND.

PLEASE USE THE LINK BELOW TO
REGISTER YOUR FACILITY.

TEPS CONFERENCE FACILITY REGISTRATION LINK



https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4ctV/08346b42

#BetheGood

CRAIG PEEVYHOUSE
HENRY COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER

A Heart for Service: Honoring Pastor Craig Peevyhouse’s Legacy in Disaster
Preparedness

After more than a decade of dedicated service, Pastor Craig Peevyhouse is retiring from his
role as Disaster Coordinator at West Tennessee Healthcare — Henry County. As this chapter
comes to a close, the community reflects on the quiet strength and unwavering
compassion that have defined his career. A man of deep faith and purpose, Pastor Craig
truly embodies the spirit of West Tennessee Healthcare Henry County Hospital’ “Be the
Good” campaign.

“I've always felt called to serve people at their worst moments,” he says. “And this role gave
me that opportunity.”

Humble Roots and a Calling to Serve

Pastor Craig's story begins in the small Mount Olive community between Dyer and Yorkville,
Tennessee.

“| grew up very poor,” he recalls. “We didn't even have indoor plumbing until after | got
married.”

A serious childhood illness, rheumatic fever, left him bedridden for months, but that time
wasn't wasted. A homebound teacher introduced him to a lifelong love of reading, planting
the seeds for a future in ministry.

He and his wife, Deloris, share one son, Jameson, who has followed a similar path of
service. Jameson began his career as a 911 dispatcher before eventually becoming the
Director of 911 Services for Weakley County and later serving as the 911 Educator for the
state of Tennessee.

A Unigue Ministry in Crisis

Pastor Craig's journey into emergency response began long before his formal role as
Disaster Coordinator.

“I've worked in EMS and served on rescue squads for many years,” he shares. “l have my
EMT license and have worked as a critical care paramedic. Honestly, I've done more
ministry in the back of an ambulance than | ever have from the pulpit.”

When Pastor Craig started his career at the hospital, he served as the Director of the
Emergency Room. The role of Disaster Coordinator was an additional part of his duties.
Even though he has long since left the Director position, he has held the role of Disaster
Coordinator for 12 years. This role is one that's brought both challenges and rewards.
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Coordinating Calm Amid Chaos

As Disaster Coordinator, Pastor Craig oversaw emergency preparedness for the hospital.
That included updating disaster policies, ensuring compliance with Medicare and Joint
Commission regulations, and conducting biannual disaster drills.

“Bringing everyone to the table is often the most difficult part,” he admits. “We coordinate
with EMS, Watch 7, state and local health departments, school systems, and more. It takes
time, effort, and trust.”

Watch 7, he explains, is a coalition of hospitals and nursing homes across West Tennessee.
*They’re our go-to when we need things like mobile hospitals, generators, or medical
supplies.”

Rising to Meet a Changing World

In recent years, Pastor Craig has seen the nature of disaster preparedness shift
significantly, “With the rise of active shooter events and even increased earthquake activity
in our region, we've had to narrow our focus and adjust our training. Schools and churches
have become key areas of emphasis.” His team has responded accordingly, developing
more detailed, targeted drills to better protect the most vulnerable in the community.

One such effort stands out: a large-scale school bus disaster drill involving over 150
participants, including EMS, fire departments, rescue squads, and state troopers.

“It was challenging, but incredibly rewarding,” he says. “We were able to conduct a full
after-action review to identify areas of improvement. That collaboration is vital in real-life
situations.”

Service That Transcends Titles

Pastor Craig has also served as the hospital's chaplain, often being called in during the
most difficult moments. Whether visiting a patient in need of prayer or comforting grieving
families, he brings a steady, compassionate presence.

“If there's a fatality, I'll come in to offer support,” he explains. “| pray with the family if they'd
like, and | walk with them to see their loved one. It's not about what | say, it's about just
being there.”

The Importance of Preparedness in Rural Healthcare

In a small hospital setting, preparedness can make all the difference. “Tornadoes are
common here, and we can't afford to be caught off guard,” he says. “We may be a rural
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facility, but we have the same responsibility to our patients as any large hospital. Our
priority is always to protect the health and safety of our staff, patients, and the community.”

That preparation also ensures compliance with vital healthcare regulations and helps keep
services running when people need them most.

A Lasting Legacy

As he steps away from the role, Pastor Craig is grateful for the opportunity to have served.
“This role has allowed me to be more active in the community and to mirror the same
leadership and care in my church,” he reflects. “It's been more than a job; it's been a
calling.”

His message to the community is simple but powerful: *Trust your healthcare team.
During a disaster, show patience and understanding. Know that we’re doing everything
possible to keep you safe.”

The team at West Tennessee Healthcare Henry County Hospital is indebted to Pastor
Peevyhouse for his years of service and unwavering dedication to protecting the citizens of
Henry County and beyond. He has carved a path for others to follow, as the job of keeping
our community safe never stops. We are thankful that Pastor Craig will still walk the
hallways of the hospital bringing a message of hope and calm to all those who are in need.
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SEPTEMBER 17TH
WATCH COALITION MEETING

OCTOBER 15TH
WATCH COALITION MEETING

OCTOBER 28™ & 29TH
TEPS CONFERENCE

TEPS REGISTRATION LINK COALITION
MEETING LINK
NOVEMBER 19TH

WATCH COALITION MEETING WHILE WE WOULD LOVE TO
SEE YOU ALL IN PERSON

(804 N. PARKWAY,
JACKSON), WE UNDERSTAND
NOT EVERYONE CAN MAKE IT

TO THE COALITION

MEETINGS. BELOW IS THE
ZOOM LINK TO USE WHEN
LOGGING IN TO THE
MEETING.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING APART
OF OUR COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE, PLEASE
LET CHRIS WINSCHEL KNOW AT
CHRISTOPHER.WINSCHEL@WTH.ORG

MEETING ID: 822 4137 2230
PASSCODE: 612238



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82241372230?pwd=cEd0ek9IMUxLdVExWmtXU2kyc0FkUT09
https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4ctV/08346b42
https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4ctV/08346b42

Kick off the holiday season with
food, fun and useful information by
joining JCIL and local emergency
organizations for our

“Making the Holidays Safe”
Open House.

All attendees will receive a first aid -:_
kit and be eligible for door prizes

Aniél you won’t want to miss the
hot chocolate and cookie bar!

Tﬁu;rsiday, November 20
- 3pm-6pm
33 Fadara"I'Drive, Jackson, TN
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INDEPENDENT LIVING
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CONTACT BETH JAMES AT JACKSON CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS!
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KEGIONAL REALTHCARE COORDINATORS

WATCH BOARD MEMBERS

JAMES FOUNTAIN, CHAIR
LORI BROWN, 1ST CHAIR

JONATHAN WOOD, 2ND CHAIR

CHRIS WINSCHEL, SECRETARY
LYN TISDALE, TREASURER

WWW.WATCHCOALITION.ORG
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http://www.watchcoalition.org/
http://www.watchcoalition.org/

